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Union Grove Farm moves forward with plans, appeals 'farm
stage' denial

Staff Reports
Jul 3, 2025

An artist's rendering of the proposed Farm Stage at Union Grove Farm in Chapel Hill.

Courtesy of Union Grove Farm

On Thursday morning, Union Grove Farm, a large vineyard in Orange County that has come
under intense scrutiny over its plans to add facilities that include a “farm stage,” issued a
statement that it intends to move forward with its recently approved plans to expand
"agricultural education and entertainment in Orange County."

“On June 4, Orange County’s Planning & ©
Determination letter permitting Union C
develop a 3-acre culinary farm, a regene
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Agriculture to host education programming,” the release stated. “Union Grove Farm'’s next
steps include updating architectural plans, ordering equipment and sourcing vendors for

regeneratively grown crops that will be used in the distillery.”

The statement also included news that Union Grove Farm owners have filed an appeal to
include the farm stage, but that it would not appeal the denial of the “farm stay.”

“Union Grove Farm has filed a legal appeal challenging the ruling that prevents the
construction of a Farm Stage, which is a critical component of the long-term vision to
supplement and sustain agricultural operations through educational, entertainment and
recreational activities.”

Union Grove Farm'’s plans for expanding what it has deemed necessary for the regenerative
vineyard's longterm agritourism vision have been met with criticism from some neighbors of
the site, and vocal opposition groups — such as Defend Maple View Farm — were formed.
Among the biggest complaints is with the size and capacity of the proposed 2,500-seat farm
stage venue, which opponents said would compare with the 2,700-seat Durham Performing
Arts Center, or DPAC, in Durham.

An email sent to Defend Maple View Farm requesting comment had not yet been returned.

On May 28, more than 300 people packed the Whitted Building in Hillsborough for a
community meeting on Union Grove Farm and its proposed projects. Many of those who spoke
expressed opposition to future commercialization plans for the former Maple View Farm
property set forth by Union Grove Farm founder and owner Greg Bohlen.
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7/6/25, 6:52 PM Union Grove Farm moves forward with plans, appeals 'farm stage' denial | Business | newsoforange.com
“Union Grove Farm is excited to move forward with three key projects that will help us educate
the public on the important role regenerative agriculture plays in restoring ecological balance,
improving food security and building more resilient agricultural systems,” Bohlen in the press
release. “"We filed the legal appeal because the Farm Stage is vital to achieving our long-term
vision and our plans are consistent with North Carolina’s definition of agritourism, which has
allowed more than 1,000 farms across the state to flourish.”

Maple View Farm had become a landmark in Orange County, and was run by the husband-and-
wife pair Bob and Chris Nutter for more than 50 years before their deaths in 2019 and 2015,
respectively. The Nutters granted the Triangle Land Conservancy a conservation easement
over the farm in 1995, that prohibits the construction of new buildings and structures in the
designated area that aren't for the sole purpose of agriculture. Union Grove’s acquisition of the
farm in 2022 was subject to this easement. Since buying the land, Bohlen has established a
vineyard on the property and has committed to the goal of regenerative agriculture, even
opening a Center for Regenerative Agriculture to educate visitors on the benefits of these
practices.

The area is within the Orange County Rural Buffer zoning district, which prohibits most
commercial and industrial activities in order to preserve locations for rural residential
development and agricultural uses. While state law exempts farm-related activities from
county zoning rules, this does not apply to non-farm-related land uses even if they're taking
place on farmland. Agritourism activities only qualify for the exemption if the farm setting is
essential to the activity, rather than just being incidental.
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